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7 July 2015, 10.00-17.30h, Brussels 
1. Opening of the meeting

The Chairman welcomed the participants to the meeting of the Committee on Road Transport. The agenda was adopted including the requests of three Member States to add items under AOB. The Committee also adopted the minutes of its previous meeting of 30 June 2014 after presenting the revised version including comments from Member States. 
2. CLOSER project 

Following the CLOSER project animation, the project team representative informed about the latest developments, in particular the Train The Trainers event, which raised awareness of participants that they were the first group of the European trainers' network that CLOSER is building, and that it would be up to them -through proactive participation in forum discussions - to continuously disseminate, enhance and update the material developed in the framework of the CLOSER project.
3. The extension of the period of validity of the adaptor for M1-N1 vehicles, which   expires on 31 December 2015 (Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85) 
COM recalled that Commission Regulation (EC) No 68/2009 introduced an adaptor as a temporary solution until 31 December 2013, to make it possible to install tachographs in conformity with Annex IB to Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 in M1 and N1 type vehicles. Then, Commission Regulation (EU) No 1161/2014 amended Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85 for extending the period of validity of the adaptor until 31 December 2015. In view of approaching expiry of this period, a third period of extension was necessary. The vote on the extension of the period of validity of the adaptor for M1-N1 vehicles until 31 December 2016 took place and resulted in the positive outcome. 
4.  Overview of the results of votes on guidance note 7 and 8
COM presented the results of the opinion of the Committee delivered under written procedure with regard to the guidance note 7 on the meaning of "each period of 24 hours" and guidance note 8 on exceptional situations when driving without a driver card is allowed. 
COM welcomed the positive results and informed the Committee that the guidance notes would be translated into all EU languages, and following the linguistic check by Committee members, published on EUROPA website. 

5.  Road Package 2016 and accompanying initiatives 
COM presented Road Package and accompanying initiatives and their purpose to clarify and simplify the existing rules, coordinated approach towards application and enforcement of these rules and creating the right framework for a sustainable infrastructure financing policy and interoperability of electronic tolling.

COM explained that Road Package consists of 3 pillars: road charging, market access and social rules in road transport. The main stages of the preparation of Road Package include: ex-post evaluation of existing rules, consultation on strategic choices on the future of road transport, meeting with Member States, consultations on specific topics, impact assessments and the finalised proposals by the Commission in 2016. COM underlined the importance of stakeholders' involvement throughout the process and the intension to consult them in October. The presentation was followed by the discussion on the matter. 
6. 
Commission Regulation on categorisation of serious infringements (Art. 6.2(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009) 
COM recalled that the proposal for Commission Regulation was prepared in line with the COM's implementing powers and positively voted by the Committee in June 2014. The proposal was opposed by the European Parliament on 17 December 2014. The Commission decided to prepare and submit revised proposal, but the revision cannot result in exceeding Commission's mandate. However, within the on-going review of the Regulation on access to occupation, the Commission will consider the possibilities of expanding the mandate in order to allow for further upgrading of the classification by including all other infringements of the transport rules which are not directly linked to road safety but distort competition and affect good repute of the operator.
7. 
Clarification note 7 on recording and controlling driver's activities when away from the vehicle (Art.34(1) of Regulation (EU) No 165/2014, 15(7) of Regulation (EEC) No 3821/85, Art. 6(5) of Regulation (EC) No 561/2006, 11(3) of Directive 2006/22/EC) – presentation 

COM recalled that Article 34(3) of Regulation 165/2014, which forbids Member States to impose on drivers a requirement to present forms attesting to their activities while away from a vehicle, applies from 2 March 2015. As diverging approaches to enforcement were revealed, a clarification was requested from COM by Member States on how to record and control activities when driver was away from the vehicle. 
COM stated that the legal stance will be further investigated in order to conclude COM's interpretation on this issue. It will be given attention during the on-going evaluations and further clarifications may be proposed in the context of the Road Package. 
8. 
A draft implementing act on common procedures for interconnection to TACHOnet  of the national electronic registers on driver cards (Article 31(2) and 31(5) of Regulation (EU) No 165/2014) 
COM recalled that Article 31(2) of Regulation (EU) No 165/2014 makes mandatory the use of TACHOnet. Therefore, it is necessary to lay down the compulsory common procedures and specifications for TACHOnet, including the format of the data exchanged, the technical procedures for electronic consultation of the national electronic registers, access procedures and security mechanisms.

COM presented the draft implementing act and its annexes on common procedures for interconnection to TACHOnet. COM informed that the implementing act repeals Recommendation 2010/19/EU and the date of its application is foreseen for 2 March 2018. 
9. 
State of play of preparing new technical annex of the digital tachograph (Regulation (EU) 165/2014 on tachographs) 
COM presented the process for definition of the new technical specifications of the smart tachograph, to be adopted as an implementing act under Regulation 165/2014. 
10. 
Presentation of the implementing act on the conditions for use of rear aerodynamic devices (Art. 8b of Directive 2015/719/EU amending Directive 96/53/EC on maximum weights and dimensions of heavy goods vehicles) 
COM presented the content of the implementing act under Directive 2015/719 on the conditions of use of the rear aerodynamic devices on trucks. The main objective of the new Directive to make trucks safer and greener was underlined. COM noted that the opinion of the Committee is foreseen on 30 October 2015 and the implementing act should be adopted by the end of 2015. 
11. 
Report on liberalisation of freight transport with Turkey and Ukraine 
COM presented the outcome of a study carried out in 2014 on the effects of a liberalisation of road transport between the EU and Turkey on the one hand and between the EU and Ukraine on the other hand. The studies suggested that the EU, Turkey and Ukraine would benefit from relaxing or liberalising the bilateral quotas - for Turkey most of the benefits would bring the removal of transit quotas while for Ukraine, the greatest benefits would come from removal of bilateral permits. It was also underlined that any possible liberalisation of the quota arrangements with Turkey and Ukraine should include terms that the EU hauliers will not be subject to interference (ad-hoc inspections and requirements) and that controls will be carried out according to the law. 
12. 
Information points 

a. Notification obligation concerning trials of new technologies related to maximum weighs and dimensions (Art.4.5 of Directive 96/53/EC) 

Member States were reminded to respect the obligation to inform the Commission stemming from Article 4.5 of Directive 96/53/EC.
b. ERRU state of play 
COM provided an overview of interconnections to ERRU. COM provided information on a modification of ERRU implementing act.

c. Reporting obligations (Regulation (EC) No 561/2006, Directive 2002/15/EC, Regulation (EC) No 1071/2009) 
COM reminded that the deadline for submitting national reports on the implementation of the social legislation in road transport for the two-year period of 2013-2014 expires on 30 September 2015.  

d. Data collection exercise 2014 (Regulation (EC) No1071/2009, 1072/2009 and 1073/2009) 
COM presented some of the results of the data collection exercise 2014 based on the reporting requirements given in Article 17 of Regulation (EC) No 1072/2009 and in Article 28 of Regulation (EC) No 1073/2009. 
COM reiterated its need for detailed data on passenger transport by bus and coach in the EU, in particular in view of possible upcoming legislative proposals in this area which would need to be ever more evidence-based. The reporting requirement according to Article 28 of Regulation (EC) No 1073/2009 was an important cornerstone in this respect. 

e. Validity of Community licences printed on old forms
COM recalled that in 2011, the Committee agreed that, for the sake of environmental and economic responsibility, old forms for Community licences referring to the repealed legal acts which had been printed and were on stock may be used by the Member States after 4 December 2011 by putting a stamp. This was to be understood as a transitional measure. COM suggested that the transition period should end at the end of 2015 at the latest. Member States should instruct their competent authorities not to issue such forms any more after the end of 2015. 

f. Corrected forms for passenger transport (Commission Regulation (EU) No 361/2014)

COM informed Member States about the corrections made to the forms used in passenger transport that are annexed to Commission Regulation (EU) No 361/2014. The corrections exclusively concern editorial, formatting and translation mistakes. The corrigendum will be adopted shortly and published in the Official Journal in due course. 
g. Cabotage with Croatia – Member States where Article 8 of Regulation (EC) No 1072/2009 applies from 1 July 2015

COM informed which Member States extended the ban on Croatian hauliers from performing cabotage on their territories by another 2 years until 30 June 2017. Member States had the possibility to extend the ban by another 2 years following the complete ban in the first 2 years of Croatia's EU membership.
13. 
Any other business
a Calais

The issue of Calais from where illegal immigrants try to enter the UK stowed away on trucks was raised, which leads to drivers feeling endangered and not stopping in the area of Calais as well as more thorough checks. A part of the problem is specifically related to driving and resting times as drivers are hardly able to comply with these rules, especially on maximum uninterrupted driving time of 4.30 hours and subsequently being sanctioned during checks in other Member States. 
COM clarified that the issue is more of a security nature and in relation to driving and resting times COM is open to requests for derogations from Member States but the common approach at the EU level needs to be ensured. 

b. Application of collective agreements in Norway
Information was provided on a general application of collective agreements that apply to drivers of heavy goods vehicles; i.e. the hourly pay amounting to 18 € and daily subsistence allowance. The factsheet is available on the website of the Labour Inspection Authority. Enforcement details are still to be decided. The collective agreements do not apply to own account transport but if a payment for transport is involved, then collective agreements applicable to all drivers.
c. Validity check of driving licences

Concerns with regard to checks of validity of driving licences were raised and question whether RESPER could be used. COM assured that the matter will be transferred to responsible colleagues. 
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